
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) 
Discretionary Grant Program Technical Assistance Webinar Series

Webinar 3

CDLPI & CMVOST Discretionary 
Grant Program Overview



Using Zoom

Your Zoom Participant Menu:
• May differ slightly, or offer more options, depending on your Zoom account
• May be hidden, hover over the bottom or top of your screen to display 

Joining by phone?
Use the mute button               
on your phone.

Click buttons to toggle 
on/off. The arrow (^) will 
bring up more options.

Click to display the 
participant list and chat box. 
You can show/hide these 
boxes during the webinar.
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Isabella Marra
Transportation Specialist

CDLPI Program Lead

Commercial Driver’s License Division

CDLgrants@dot.gov

Francisco Soto
Transportation Specialist

CMVOST Program Lead 

Commercial Driver’s License Division

CDLgrants@dot.gov

mailto:CDLgrants@dot.gov
mailto:CDLgrants@dot.gov


Agenda
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• Technical Assistance Webinars

• Review Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) Structure

• How to Find Previous NOFOs on Grants.gov

• Grant Program Overview

• Commercial Driver’s License Program Implementation (CDLPI)

• Commercial Motor Vehicle Operator Safety Training (CMVOST)

• Resources

https://grants.gov/


Technical Assistance Webinars

Session Description

How to Apply and Title VI 
Requirements

• Introduction to FMCSA Discretionary Grant Program application requirements
• Provides overview of grant systems, required application forms, and resources 

available for submitting a successful application
• Highlights Title VI Program Compliance Plan and Assurance requirements

High Priority (HP) Grant 
Program: Commercial 
Motor Vehicle (CMV) and 
Innovative Technology 
Deployment (ITD)

• Overview of HP Grant Program goals and objectives, eligibility requirements, 
application review process, and resources available for submitting a successful 
application.

CDLPI and CMVOST Grant 
Programs

• Overview of CDLPI, and CMVOST Grant Program goals and objectives, eligibility 
requirements, application review process, and resources available for submitting a 
successful application.

https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/grantswebinars?utm_source=govdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=grants_outreach22

https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/grantswebinars?utm_source=govdelivery&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=grants_outreach22


Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) Structure
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• Section A - Program Description
Section A includes information related to the different program priorities 
within a grant program.

• Section B - Federal Award Information
Section B includes elements that you will want to understand for each grant 
program, i.e. funding available, period of performance, Title VI information, and the 
type of award.

• Section C - Eligibility Information
Section C will have cost sharing and matching requirements as well as outline those 
entities that are eligible to apply for funds under the specific grant program.

• Section D - Application and Submission Information
Section D includes information on what should be included in the narratives of an 
application and the formatting specifications. 



Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) Structure
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• Section E - Application Review Information
Section E describes the review process an application will go through. 

• Section F - Federal Award Administration Information
Section F outlines how FMCSA communicates with an applicant once and 
application has been submitted.

• Section G - Federal Awarding Agency Contacts
Section G has information on the appropriate individual to contact in regard 
for the grant.

• Section H - Other Information
Section H lists the resources available to you on our website. 



How To Find Previous NOFOs on Grants.gov (DEMO)
• Visit Grant.gov

• Click on the “Search Grants” tab 
• In Basic search criteria, 

• In the “keywords” text box, type:

• “CMVOST or CDLPI” 

• In the “CDFA” text box, type: 

• 20.235(CMVOST) or 20.232(CDLPI)

• Ensure that the Archived box is checked

• Click on the opportunity number to view 
each respective year’s NOFO. 
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https://grants.gov/
https://grants.gov/


CDLPI Program Overview
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Goals and Objectives
• Provides financial assistance to States and other eligible entities to 

implement and enhance the national CDL program. 
• The national CDL program’s focus is to ensure each CDL driver has only 

one driving record and licensing document, commonly referred to as “One 
Driver — One License — One Record.” 

Deadlines
• Applications must be submitted in grants.gov no later than 5pm eastern 

time on the date specified in the NOFO

Funding Amount and Cost Share
• Awarded $44.6 million in FY23 and we will have more funding in FY24.
• Cost sharing and Matching requirements could be up to 15%. 



CDLPI Program Overview
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Eligible Projects
• Projects  should support the development, implementation and 

compliance sustainment with provisions in 49 CFR parts 383 and 
384. CDLPI projects fall into two categories: Basic or High 
Priority/Emerging Issues.



CDLPI Annual Report 

Locating summaries of previous awards



CDLPI Annual Report 



CDLPI Annual Report 



Examples of Awards Made
Grantee Award Description Awarded Funding

Oregon Driver and 
Motor Vehicle 
Services

This award is to provide funding to:
• Improve the timeliness of reporting out-of-State convictions; 
• Implement an outreach program  for Oregon courts on the CDL masking 

prohibition; and 
• Conduct an analysis of system functionality, processes, and procedures.

$294,000

Indiana Supreme 
Court – Office of 
Court Technology

This award is to provide funding to:
• Increase uniformity in the way CDL data is collected during all traffic stops 

and uploaded to the electronic Citation and Warning System Central 
Depository, and 

• Continue the e-filing of traffic related offenses, convictions, withdrawals, 
and suspensions.

$476,840

Louisiana 
Department of 
Public Safety, Office 
of Motor Vehicles

The purpose of this award is to:
• Support compliance with FMCSA rulemakings; 
• CDLIS data improvements; and 
• CDL operations and maintenance support. 

$3,150,203



Examples of Awards Made

Grantee Award Description Awarded Funding

University of 
Cincinnati

This award is a cooperative agreement to:
• Develop and pilot a CDL national training program for court clerks on CDL 

regulations.

$1,849,090

National Center 
for State Courts

This award is to provide funding to:
• Enhance court expertise by implementing process improvements to 

adjudicate CDL cases through an assessment of online dispute resolution 
(ODR) practices;

• Developing technology standards and policy guidance; 
• Developing a hybrid hearing technology and policy guidance; 
• Providing outreach, education and technical assistance on ODR 

developments; and 
• Developing a human trafficking e-learning course that the various courts can 

provide to CDL drivers they interact with during court appearances. 

$1,142,242



CDLPI Program Overview
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Eligible Applicants
• State, county, local governments; 

• Non-profit organizations; 

• Institutions of higher education such as universities, colleges, 
minority institutions 

• And for-profit organizations including small businesses.

INDIVIDUALS ARE NOT ELIGIBLE TO APPLY



CMVOST Program Overview
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Goals and Objectives
• The grant program provides financial assistance to organizations that provide CMV 

operator training to future CDL holders in the safe use of commercial motor vehicles. 
• The program priority is providing training to current and former members of the U.S. 

Armed Forces, including National Guard members and Reservists, as well as certain 
military family members. 

• Special consideration will be given to students from underserved communities and 
refugees from Ukraine and Afghanistan.

Deadlines
• Applications must be submitted in grants.gov no later than 5pm eastern time on the 

date specified in the NOFO

Funding Amount and Cost Share
• Awarded $3 million in FY23 and we will have more funding in FY24.
• Cost sharing and Matching requirements could be up to 15%. 



CMVOST Program Overview

18

Eligible Projects must include the following:
• The number of students the training institution anticipates assisting with grant funding. 

Additionally, the applicants must designate the expected number of students in various 
categories, such as current or former members of the U.S. Armed Forces (including 
National Guard and Reservists), certain family members, refugees, and underserved 
community members.

• Outline how the institution plans to recruit, train and offer post graduation job placement 
assistance to the prioritized students.

• The published tuition rate and a hyperlink to the training program.

• An explanation of the institution’s expertise in successfully implementing the training 
program and ensuring compliance with the ELDT training requirements.

• Proof of registration in the FMCSA Training Provider Registry (TPR)



CMVOST Program Overview
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Eligible Applicants
• Limited to accredited public or private colleges, universities, vocational technical 

schools, post-secondary educational institutions, truck driver training schools, 
associations, and State and local governments, including Federally recognized 
Native American Tribal governments. 

• Non-accredited institutions that are approved by the U.S. Department of Labor as 
eligible training Providers to accept Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act 
grants and approved by the State Approving Agencies and the U.S. Veterans 
Administration (VA) to accept VA benefits. 

• Registered on FMCSA’s Training Provider Registry.

INDIVIDUALS ARE NOT ELIGIBLE TO APPLY



Appendix B (FY 2023) | Project Narrative Guidance



Resource

21

https://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/downloadFile.
axd/FMCSA-Grant-Application-
Process-Infographic.pdf

FMCSA Grant
Application Process

https://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/downloadFile.axd/FMCSA-Grant-Application-Process-Infographic.pdf
https://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/downloadFile.axd/FMCSA-Grant-Application-Process-Infographic.pdf
https://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/downloadFile.axd/FMCSA-Grant-Application-Process-Infographic.pdf


Resource

https://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/downloadFile.
axd/FMCSA_Grants_Outreach_Befor
e_You_Apply.pdf
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How to Apply

https://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/downloadFile.axd/FMCSA_Grants_Outreach_Before_You_Apply.pdf
https://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/downloadFile.axd/FMCSA_Grants_Outreach_Before_You_Apply.pdf
https://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/downloadFile.axd/FMCSA_Grants_Outreach_Before_You_Apply.pdf


Resource:

https://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/
downloadFile.axd/FMCSA
_Grants_Outreach_Grant
_Opportunities.pdf
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FMCSA
Discretionary
Grant
Programs

https://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/downloadFile.axd/FMCSA_Grants_Outreach_Grant_Opportunities.pdf
https://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/downloadFile.axd/FMCSA_Grants_Outreach_Grant_Opportunities.pdf
https://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/downloadFile.axd/FMCSA_Grants_Outreach_Grant_Opportunities.pdf
https://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/downloadFile.axd/FMCSA_Grants_Outreach_Grant_Opportunities.pdf


Resources 

https://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/
downloadFile.axd/CDLPI_
Best_Practices_20190628
.pdf

CDLPI Best 
Practices

https://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/downloadFile.axd/CDLPI_Best_Practices_20190628.pdf
https://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/downloadFile.axd/CDLPI_Best_Practices_20190628.pdf
https://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/downloadFile.axd/CDLPI_Best_Practices_20190628.pdf
https://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/downloadFile.axd/CDLPI_Best_Practices_20190628.pdf


Resource: Analysis & Information Online (A&I) (DEMO)
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