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Section 31313 of 49 U.S.C. requires the Secretary of Transportation to administer a financial 
assistance program for Commercial Driver’s License Program Implementation (CDLPI).  The 
Secretary delegated this authority to the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA).  
As a result, each fiscal year, FMCSA awards grants to States and other entities capable of 
executing national projects that aid States in their compliance efforts and that will improve the 
national Commercial Driver’s License (CDL) program.  FMCSA may award grants or enter into 
cooperative agreements to cover expenses for computer hardware and software, publications, 
testing, personnel, training, and quality control.  In addition, sections 31313(a)(2)(B)(iii) and (iv) 
specifically allow these grants to the States to provide CDL program coordinators and to 
implement or maintain a system to notify the employer of a commercial motor vehicle operator 
that a suspension or revocation has been posted to the operator’s CDL.  
 
The FMCSA may also award CDLPI grants for research, development and testing, 
demonstration projects, public education, the recognition, prevention, and reporting of human 
trafficking offenses, and other special activities and projects relating to commercial driver 
licensing and motor vehicle safety that benefit all jurisdictions of the United States.  The CDLPI 
grant program addresses national safety concerns; emerging issues relating to CDL 
improvements; supports innovative ideas and solutions to CDL program issues; and addresses 
other priority issues, as determined by the Secretary.  
 
Section 31313(c) requires the FMCSA to issue an annual report on the activities carried out 
under this section.  This report is for Fiscal Year (FY) 2023. 
 
Fiscal Year 2023 Financial Assistance 
  
Fiscal 2023 CDLPI grants are authorized under 49 U.S.C. §§ 31104 and 31313 (as amended by 
the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA), Pub. L. No. 117-58 (2021), § 23001(b)), with 
the funds appropriated by Title VIII of Division J of IIJA, and the Consolidated Appropriations 
Act, 2023, Pub. L. 117-328 (2023), authorizing FMCSA to award $57,800,000 ($41,800,000 in 
contract authority and $16,000,000 in supplemental funding from Division J, which is available 
for obligation until September 30, 2025). 
 
The FMCSA published a Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) on grants.gov on January 31, 
2023, and applications were due on April 3, 2023.  The Agency announced that it would 
prioritize projects that would enable States to achieve and/or sustain full compliance with the 
requirements of 49 U.S.C. 31311.  The maximum total amount of $71,368,026 in funding 
($42,650,000 in contract authority funding, which is available for obligation until September 30, 
2024, and $16,000,000 in supplementary funding from IIJA Division J, which is available for 
obligation until September 30, 2027). FY 2022 supplemental funding balance of $12,718,026 
may be issued in FY 2023 for the CDLPI grant program. After deducting an administrative 
takedown of 1.5 percent, the FMCSA may award a maximum of $70,488,276 for eligible 
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projects. Because of the lack of eligible applications, FMCSA did not fully expend the available 
amount. 
 
In addition, FMCSA gave priority to applications that assists States in achieving or sustaining 
compliance with the requirements of related Federal rulemakings, such as Exclusive Electronic 
Exchange, Controlled Substances and Alcohol Testing: State Driver's Licensing Agency Non-
Issuance/Downgrade of Commercial Driver's License, and the Medical Examiner’s Certification 
Integration Rule; improving conviction processing; supporting CDL knowledge and skills 
testing; and reducing skills testing delays. 
 
FMCSA received 65 grant applications, of which three were received after the deadline. The 
remaining 62 applications underwent an initial intake review to determine if they met the 
necessary statutory and FMCSA-specific criteria for eligibility. Seven were determined to be 
ineligible because they were duplicate requests and 17 were determined to be ineligible due to 
NOFO non-compliance issues; for example, ineligible entities applied, incomplete applications 
were submitted, and some projects were out of scope of the CDLPI grant program. The 
remaining 38 eligible applications, totaling $70,488,276 in requested funds, underwent 
evaluation.  
 
A cross-disciplinary team that included FMCSA grant management specialists, technical review 
panelists, and program officers evaluated the applications.  The team considered the technical 
and programmatic merits of each proposal and conducted a cost analysis.  The FMCSA also 
considered the risk, as required by Title 2 CFR 200.205, posed by each applicant; the applicant’s 
past performance with the Agency (if applicable); and the diversity of technical approaches or 
methods.  The Agency did not award funding to two applicants because the proposals did not 
meet the priorities of the Agency or had significant weaknesses in their application packages, or 
the applicant withdrew their application.  The Agency awarded 36 grants to 32 grantees totaling 
$44,692,443.  The remaining grant funding was not awarded because the projects did not fall 
within the scope of the CDLPI grant program or the NOFO priorities.   
 

Table 1 – FY 2023 CDLPI Grant Awards 
 

Grantee Award Description Awarded Funding 

Alabama Law 
Enforcement Agency 

 
The purpose of this award to the 
Alabama Law Enforcement Agency is to 
process Medical Examiner Certificates in 
their CDL System; process out-of-state 
convictions within 10 days; operate a 
Commercial Driver's License Information 
System (CDLIS) / Problem Driver 
Pointer System (PDPS) Help Desk; 
process downgrades of prohibited 
Commercial Learner's Permit (CLP) / 
Commercial Driver’s License (CDL) 
holders; reduce CDL skills testing 
backlog and wait times; provide training 

$2,014,432 
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Grantee Award Description Awarded Funding 
and education to CDL staff, third-party 
CDL examiners, holders, and applicants; 
conduct overt and covert operations at 
the time of administering tests; and 
perform audits of Third-Party Testers, 
System development for the upcoming 
Drug and Alcohol Clearinghouse 
(DACH) II, National Registry of 
Certified Medical Examiners II, and the 
Exclusive Electronic Exchange (EEE) 
rules.  
 

American Association of 
Motor Vehicle 

Administrators (AAMVA) 

 
The purpose of this award to AAMVA is 
to continue to support the Commercial 
Skills Testing Information Management 
System (CSTIMS) through stakeholder 
engagement and development allowing 
States to maintain compliance with 49 
CFR 383 and 384; maintaining proper 
technical infrastructure and security 
enhancements through the migration of 
Azure Cloud services; and onboard States 
to TRS 2.0 CSTIMS applicant search 
services (CASS) and CSTIMS from 
Report Out-of-State Test Results 
(ROOSTR) so they have access to the 
modernized skills test. 
 

$1,777,632 

American Association of 
Motor Vehicle 
Administrators 

 
This award will be a cooperative 
agreement with AAMVA to host the 
fiscal year 2024 CDL Coordinator and 
Information Technology meeting for 
State Driver's Licensing Agency’s 
(SDLA) to provide a forum to facilitate 
dialogue between the jurisdictions and 
FMCSA. 

 

$708,269 

Arizona Department of 
Transportation 

 
The purpose of this award to the Arizona 
Department of Transportation is to 
support the CDLIS Helpdesk and 
enhance data quality to support "One 
Driver One License One Record”; adopt 
FMCSA’S CDL Skills Test 

$787,539 
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Grantee Award Description Awarded Funding 
Modernization; and improve CDL skills 
testing sites.  

 

Connecticut Department of 
Motor Vehicles 

 
The purpose of this award to the 
Connecticut Department of Motor 
Vehicles is to implement FMCSA’s 
DACH II Requirements; enhance the 
State’s Public Endorsement Review Unit 
(PERU) and Commercial Driver’s 
License Public Passenger and School Bus 
Endorsements (AKA PERU Pre-Check); 
and assist in CDL fraud prevention, 
detection, and remediation.    

 

$3,482,886 

Delaware Department of 
Transportation 

 
The purpose of this award to the 
Delaware Department of Transportation 
is to support the implementation of the 
DACH II and EEE rulemakings and the 
operation and maintenance of CDL 
program with necessary supplies. 

 

$253,217 

Florida Department of 
Highway Safety and Motor 

Vehicles 

 
The purpose of this award to the Florida 
Department of Highway Safety and 
Motor Vehicles is to support training on 
the CDL Skills Test Modernization, 
improving the CDL unit’s phone  
system for more efficiency; and 
implementation of the DACH II and 
National Registry II rulemakings.  

 

$899,894 

Georgia Department of 
Driver Services 

 
The purpose of this award to the Georgia 
Department of Driver Services is to 
support their data improvement and 
timeliness on CDL convictions, increase 
the CDL training quality and capacity 
Statewide, improve driver record quality, 
and implement the DACH II rulemaking. 
 

$3,059,617 
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Georgia Department of 
Driver Services 

 
The purpose of this award to the Georgia 
Department of Driver Services is to 
support reducing CDL skills testing 
delays and wait times; fraud prevention 
through data analysis; and their Human 
Trafficking Awareness and Prevention 
program. 
 

$2,000,302 

Idaho Transportation 
Department 

 
The purpose of this award to the Idaho 
Transportation Department is to support  
improvements to the SDLA's GEM 
System Refactor to properly transmit and 
update CDLIS pointers and transmit all 
convictions exclusively electronically and 
to lease skills testing tablets for CDL 
examiners.  
 

$1,031,000 

Indiana Supreme Court - 
Office of Court 

Technology 

 
The purpose of this award to the Indiana 
Supreme Court - Office of Court 
Technology is to rewrite the integration 
process of Indiana's Odyssey case 
management system to the Indiana  
Court Information Technology Extranet 
(iNcite)/Bureau of Motor Vehicle (BMV) 
application that interfaces with the Indian 
Bureau of Motor Vehicles System 
Tracking and Record Support (STARS) 
system, which will increase the accuracy 
and timeliness of all traffic convictions, 
suspensions and/or disqualification 
information for all drivers. The funding 
only supports expenses related to CDL 
holders. 
 

$213,541 

Iowa Department of 
Transportation 

 
The purpose of this award to the Iowa 
Department of Transportation is to 
support the implementation of the 
modernized commercial license skills test 
statewide. 
 

$70,000 

Executive Office of the 
Commonwealth of 

Kentucky 

 
The purpose of this award to the 
Executive Office of the Commonwealth 
of Kentucky is to support CDL 

$256,356 
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knowledge retention and a training 
videos project for CDL staff.  
 

Supreme Court of 
Louisiana 

 
The purpose of this award to the Supreme 
Court of Louisiana records system is to 
support their CDL records system by 
providing funding for travel and training.   
 

$975,200 

Louisiana Department of 
Public Safety, Office of 

Motor Vehicles  

 
The purpose of this award to the 
Louisiana Department of Public Safety, 
Office of Motor Vehicles is to support 
compliance with FMCSA rulemakings; 
CDLIS data improvements; and CDL 
operations and maintenance support. 
 

$3,150,203 

Louisiana Department of 
Public Safety, Office of 

Motor Vehicles 

 
The purpose of this award to the 
Louisiana Department of Public Safety, 
Office of Motor Vehicles is to support 
their anti-human trafficking outreach 
program.  
 

$191,375 

Maryland Department of 
Transportation (MDOT) 

Motor Vehicle 
Administration 

 
The purpose of this award to the MDOT 
Motor Vehicle Administration is to 
support reducing skills testing delays and 
wait times; provide skills test examiners’ 
training; and outreach to school bus 
drivers on their testing requirements.  
 

$319,470 

Massachusetts Department 
of Transportation Registry 
of Motor Vehicles (RMV) 

Division 

 
The purpose of this award to the 
Massachusetts Department of 
Transportation RMV Division is to 
support increased compliance with CDL 
knowledge and skills testing regulations; 
reduce skills testing wait times; and 
sustain compliance with CDL road 
testing regulations 
 

$1,240,622 

Michigan Department of 
State 

 
The purpose of this award to the 
Michigan Department of State is to hire 
two analysts to conduct oversight and 
monitoring of skills testing to detect 

$1,316,564 
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fraudulent activities and to fully 
implement an electronic version of 
Michigan’s score sheets, thereby, 
eliminating paper in the skill testing 
process.  
 

Mississippi Department of 
Public Safety 

 
The purpose of this award to the 
Mississippi Department of Public Safety 
is to strengthen the CDL Help Desk's 
data processing; improve the timeliness 
and data completeness of CDL driver 
history records, including conviction and 
withdrawal processing; hiring a court  
coordinator to improve the transaction 
timeliness and provide training to law 
enforcement and court personnel on the 
proper documentation for CDL 
violations/convictions; detect and prevent 
fraud in the CDL program through 
increased oversight and monitoring by 
conducting overt and covert monitoring 
of the skills testing; and procuring Global 
Positioning System (GPS) enabled tablets 
and body cameras to document 
compliance and non-compliance in the 
testing process of skills tests. 
 

$2,343,967 

Missouri State Highway 
Patrol 

 
The purpose of this award to the Missouri 
State Highway Patrol is to provide 
support for the CDL skills testing 
modernization training and procuring 
CDL testing tablets and testing control 
stations. 
 

$302,215 

New Hampshire 
Department of Safety 

 
The purpose of this award to the New 
Hampshire Department of Safety is to 
support technical changes in their 
backend system to comply with the EEE 
and DACH II rulemaking requirements. 
 

$243,555 

New Jersey Motor Vehicle 
Commission 

 
The purpose of this award to the New 
Jersey Motor Vehicle Commission is to 
ensure all CDL self-certification and 
Medical Examiner Certificates are 

$1,269,912 
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entered into a driver’s history record 
within 10 days of receipt; implementing 
the DACH II rulemaking and provide 
training to staff; and continued support of 
the New Jersey CDL Mobile Compliance 
Unit to include deploying the modernized 
skills test by administering training and 
deploying to locations needed throughout 
the state.  
 

New York State 
Department of Motor 

Vehicles 

 
The purpose of this award to the New 
York State Department of Motor 
Vehicles is to support training skills test 
examiners, contracting to change to the 
modernized skills test, programming for 
school bus driver restrictions, translating 
knowledge tests and driver manuals for 
additional two languages while ensuring 
all programing is compliant with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, 
creating a new unit of four personnel to 
meet and exceed the 90% threshold for 
the 10-day compliance for conviction 
timeliness reporting, and improving 
court training material. 
 

$7,345,948 

North Carolina 
Department of 

Transportation, Division of 
Motor Vehicles 

 
The purpose of this award to the North 
Carolina Department of Transportation, 
Division of Motor Vehicles is to update 
their driver licensing system to comply 
with the DACH II rulemaking; attend 
FMCSA's Southern Service Center CDL 
regional meeting; automation of  
the CDL process from paper-based to 
electronic to support efficiency and 
accessibility while in the field 
conducting required compliance duties; 
and to establish a dedicated CDL  
processing unit to manage all CDL 
driver records 
 

$1,633,811 
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University of Cincinnati 

 
The purpose of this award to the 
University of Cincinnati to maintain the 
existing CDL Resource Guide as a "one-
stop-shop" for national and state level 
CDL program stakeholders to access 
information  
 

$312,807 

University of Cincinnati 

 
The purpose of this award will be a 
Cooperative agreement to the University 
of Cincinnati to develop and pilot a CDL 
national training program for Clerks of 
the Courts. 
 

$1,849,090 

Ohio Department of Public 
Safety Bureau of Motor 

Vehicles  

 
The purpose of this award to the Ohio 
Department of Public Safety Bureau of 
Motor Vehicles is to hire a limited term 
attorney for four years to work with 
Ohio's prosecutors, 13 courts, and other 
Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicle offices 
about properly adjudicating CDL  
convictions and transmitting them 
timely in compliance with CDL 
regulations. 
 

$864,970 

Pennsylvania Department 
of Transportation 

(PennDOT) Safety 
Administration 

 
The purpose of this award to the 
Pennsylvania Department of 
Transportation (PennDOT)  
Safety Administration to implement an 
Employer Notification System (ENS) to 
timely notify motor carriers when there 
is a change in driver's CDL status; 
Develop and implement changes to the 
PennDOT online services to allow 
Commercial Driver's Licenses to be  
renewed and duplicates purchased via 
the internet; to modify the PennDOT 
existing CDL Mobile Testing 
application to allow examiners to upload 
documents and photo's real time  
during testing and store the GPS 
mapping for the test routes; and 
implement the use of body worn 
cameras by Skills Testing Examiners to 

$952,353 
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document for auding purposes the 
exams are administered correctly. 
 

Rhode Island Division of 
Motor Vehicles 

 
The purpose of this award to the Rhode 
Island Division of Motor Vehicles is to 
support the automated transmission of 
DACH data to Rhode Island 
Modernized System (RIMS) to 
determine prohibitions and take 
appropriate action on the driver record; 
upgrade the knowledge tests from the 
July 2014 version to the July 2017 
version of the 2005 CDL Test  
system; support the proper notification 
to drivers' pertaining to the CDL 
medical requirements, hazardous 
material endorsement security threat 
assessment and the DACH via  
mail; and print 10,000 CDL driver 
manuals with the modernized testing 
information as a supplement. 
 

$456,100 

South Carolina 
Department of Motor 

Vehicles 

 
The purpose of this award to the South 
Carolina Department of Motor Vehicles, 
is to increase South Carolina's ability to 
provide properly trained and certified 
CDL examiners while reducing backlogs 
of individuals awaiting testing by 
increasing by 40% available 
appointments.  
 

$792,109 

State of South Dakota, 
Department of Public 
Safety (DPS), Driver 
Licensing Program 

 
The purpose of this award to the State of 
South Dakota, DPS, Driver Licensing 
Program to complete SPEX and Federal 
Convictions and Withdrawal Database 
programming that will support the 
exclusive electronic exchange of all 
driver history and conviction data. 
 

$21,660 

State of Tennessee 

 
The purpose of this award to the State of 
Tennessee is to continue initial and 
recurrent training for both State and 
Third-Party Skills Test Examiners, 
restripe and repair skills testing  

$511,323 
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pads; procure an additional 56 skills 
testing tablets for new incremental 
positions and three new training 
officers; support attendance at the 
Southern Service Center Commercial  
Driver’s license (CDL) Meeting. 
 

Commonwealth of 
Virginia, Department of 

Motor Vehicle 

 
The purpose of this award to the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, Department 
of Motor Vehicles is to support the 
printing and shipping of 42,500 CDL 
manuals to internal and external  
customers, minimize the number of 
inappropriately administered CDL skills 
tests by third-party and state examiners, 
and ensuring the proper training and 
minimizing the need for retests. 
 

$861,320 

West Virginia Division of 
Motor Vehicles 

 
The purpose of this award to the West 
Virginia Division of Motor Vehicles 
(WV DMV) is to provide updated skills 
testing training to the examiners, 
procure body and dashboard cameras  
while conducting skills testing to record 
and prevent fraud in the testing process 
and/or documenting if fraud is taking 
place and developing an interface 
between CSTIMS and WV DMV for the 
electronic submission of all skills testing 
results. 
 

$372,809 

Wyoming Department of 
Transportation – Bureau of 

Driver Services 

 
The purpose of this award to the 
Wisconsin Department of 
Transportation - Bureau of Driver  
Services is to modernize the skills 
testing model to the 2022 revision of the 
AAMVA model; comply with DACH II 
and the EEE rulemaking prior to their 
compliance dates by hiring contractors 
to complete required programing.  
 

$801,375 

Total 
 

$44,692,443 
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State Driver Licensing Agencies (SDLAs) received the majority of the FY 2023 CDLPI grant 
funds to improve highway safety and to increase compliance with national CDL regulatory 
standards. 
 
FMCSA awarded the American Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators (AAMVA) 
approximately $2.4 million in grant funding.  Most of this funding will support the Commercial 
Skills Testing Information Management System (CSTIMS) through stakeholder engagement and 
development allowing States to maintain compliance with 49 CFR 383 and 384; maintaining  
proper technical infrastructure and security enhancements.  In addition, FMCSA awarded 
funding to AAMVA to host a conference for SDLA staff.  
 
FMCSA also awarded grant funds to the University of Cincinnati.  The awards totaled 
approximately $2.2 million and will be used to continue to maintain the CDL Resource website 
as well as to develop training to court clerks on CDL regulations to ensure sending of 
disqualifications are executed properly and effectively. 
 
Conclusion  
 
FMCSA allocated the funding efficiently and effectively, based upon a merit review of the 
applications, to help States make process improvements in CDL testing, issuance and 
disqualification, and improvements in adjudicating traffic offenses by CDL holders.  The 
programs and projects supported by the CDLPI grant program continue to improve highway 
safety. 
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