
 

FMCSA GRANTS
BEFORE YOU APPLY

Once you’ve completed the pre-application process, you’re ready to begin assembling your application package. For more 
resources, including best practices for writing an application, instructions on how to apply, and post-award tips, view all 
our training videos at https://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/Grants/Default.aspx.

To receive federal grants, your 
organization must obtain a unique 
identifier. In April 2022, the 
government will transition from 
using the nine-character Data 
Universal Numbering System 
(DUNS) Number as its unique 
identifier system to the 12-character 
alphanumeric Unique Entity 
Identifier (UEI) system.

If you’ll be applying for a grant 
before April 4, 2022:

• Register on the Dun & Bradstreet 
website (https://fedgov.dnb.com/
webform/index.jsp)  or call 
1-866-705-5711.

• Your DUNS number will be 
processed and assigned in one 
to two businesses days  after 
registration.

If you’ll be applying for a  grant 
after April 4, 2022, or if your 
organization has already been 
assigned a DUNS Number:

• Move on to Step 2; your UEI will 
be assigned when you register 
with the System for  Award 
Management. 

Grants.gov is the government 
portal where your organization can 
find and apply for federal grant 
opportunities. Registering with 
grants.gov is the only way to apply 
for an FMCSA grant.

• Register on the grants.gov website 
(https://www.grants.gov).

• Registration in grants.gov can take 
two to four weeks and requires 
validation with SAM. That means 
your SAM registration must be 
complete before registering with 
grants.gov.

Obtain a  
Unique Identifier

Register in
grants.gov

For more tips on grants.gov registration, 
including designating points of contact for 
your organization, view our training video 
(https://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/downloadFile.
axd/Phase2_v3.zip/story_html5.html) and 
select Registration Systems: Applying for a 
Grant from the left navigation bar.
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The System for Award Management, 
or SAM, is a web-based, 
government-wide application that 
collects information related to 
awards and grants for all federal 
partners. Your organization must 
register with SAM for FMCSA to 
track your application.

• Register on the SAM website 
(https://sam.gov/content/home) 
and use your organization’s 
Employer Identification Number 
(or EIN, a federal tax identification 
number).

• SAM requires annual registration 
renewal, even if your organization 
uses the same DUNS Number or 
UEI from year to year.

• A notarized letter appointing the 
authorized administrator for your 
account is needed before SAM 
registration can be activated  or 
renewed.

• Registration in SAM.gov can take 
up to 15 business days.

Register in the System 
 for Award Management2

For more tips on SAM.gov registration, 
including designating points of contact for 
your organization, view our training video 
(https://ai.fmcsa.dot.gov/downloadFile.
axd/Phase2_v3.zip/story_html5.html) and 
select Registration Systems: Applying for a 
Grant from the left navigation bar.

FMCSA offers grants to different types of organizations working on 
commercial motor vehicle safety activities.

Have you reviewed FMCSA’s grant opportunities (https://ai.fmcsa.
dot.gov/Grants/Default.aspx) and determined that your organization 
is a good candidate? There are several steps to take before applying. 
It is recommended that you begin this process at least six to eight 
weeks before the grant application deadline.
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